
           REGULAR COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 
 

             CITY OF FLAT ROCK, MICHIGAN 

 

           MONDAY, JULY 07, 2008 

  

The regular meeting of the Flat Rock City Council convened at the Municipal Building 
on the above date at 7:30 p.m. 
 

 1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

 2. PRESENT ON ROLL CALL:    Council Members, Painter, Gagne, 
Dropiewski and Mayor Pro-Tem Martin. 
 
  ABSENT:  Mayor Jones (who will be in later), Council Members Wrobel 
and Tefend. 
 

 07-07-01  Motion by Painter supported by Dropiewski to excuse Members 

Wrobel, Tefend and Mayor Jones.  (Mayor Jones arrived at 7:53). 
 
 All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
  
            ALSO PRESENT:   City Clerk Butski, Police Lt. Frank Castellese, 
Assistant Attorney Matt Zink, Economic Development Director George Mans (arrived at 
7:53), Debra Lambrix, Treasurer, Assistant Fire Mark Hammond, and Building Director 
John Russ, DPS Director Bruce Hammond. 
 

 3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

 07-07-02  Motion by Dropiewski supported by Gagne to approve the Regular 

Minutes of June 16, 2008, Special Council minutes of June 23rd and June 25, 2008 as 
presented. 
 
 All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 4. CITIZENS TO BE HEARD:  

 

 Melvyn Newransky, 23053 Croft Street, has lived there 22 years and for the last 
10-15 years his back yard has been flooding due to neighbors constructing fences, raising 
contours of the land and different obstacles on the easement.  He has filed complaints and 
talked with the Building Department with no results.  He feels the area needs to be graded 
to relieve the flooding (an excerpt from June 16th meeting).  Mr. Newransky was present 
again with a petition signed by a dozen neighbors on Croft and Belton regarding the 
flooding.   
 



 John Russ, Building Director, stated that he and the City Engineer had inspected 
the area and, yes, they have a problem.  The Engineer has given a price of between 
$15,000-$35,000 to correct the problem.  He said all the sump pumps, gutters and 
downspouts go into the back yard.  The grade is gone, all utilities are in the back yard and 
on the property line.  The City Engineer suggests putting a drain in to run from the back 
to the street.  Mr. Russ said he and the City Engineer, using the petition, will check out 
the area again and make a recommendation. 
 

 5. REPORTS FROM DEPARTMENT HEADS:  
  
 John Russ, Building Director, stated that effective August 1, 2008, the new 
Michigan Building Codes of 2006 will take effect.  Also, he reminded everyone that 
pools more than 24” deep must be up to code.  That means fence, ladders, etc.  If a pool 
can be seen from the road, the building department will act on it. 
 
 6. REPORTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS:   None 
 
 7. MAYOR’S COMMENTS:    Had not arrived yet. 

 

8.   UNFINISHED BUSINESS:   
 
Item A – Tabled Item:  Catering Contract – Flat Rock Community Center. 
 

07-07-03   Motion by Painter supported by Gagne to remove from the table. 

 
All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Council Member Painter questioned page 11, section 4 as to why it was in the 

contract. 
 
Mayor Pro-tem Martin said it was there so there would not be a conflict. 
 
Item A was moved to the end of the meeting until Mayor Jones arrived. 
 

9. NEW BUSINESS: 

 
Item A – Amendment to Articles of Incorporation of SHVA. 
 
This item was moved to the end of the meeting until Mayor Jones arrived. 
 
Item B – Resolution: Reimbursement for costs for Alcohol Related Driving 

Offenses. 
 

07-07-04  Motion by Painter supported by Dropiewski to approve the Resolution 

as presented.  
 



All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Item C – Proposed Petition for Contested Case-MDEQ Storm water Permit. 
 
DPS Director, Bruce Hammond, explained that the City is required to have a 

storm water discharge permit that is granted to us by the Department of Environmental 
Quality and has to be renewed every three years.  Currently we have a Water Shed Base 
Permit as part of the Lower Huron Watershed which we presently belong to.  The new 
permit is very restrictive and prescriptive.  All the communities in Wayne County got 
together to contest the new discharge permit to the DEQ.  It would then be combined into 
one with Wayne County and Oakland County representing all the communities in both 
counties.  Mr. Hammond stated it is his recommendation to authorize the Attorney to file 
the petition on behalf of the City. 

 
Mayor Jones and George Mans arrived at 7:53 p.m. 
 

07-07-05   Motion by Painter supported by Martin to authorize the City Attorney 

to file the petition on behalf of the City of Flat Rock as recommended by Mr. Hammond. 
 
All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Jones referred to Unfinished Business Item A – Catering Contract and 

asked it be tabled until the next meeting. 
 

07-07-06  Motion by Jones supported by Martin to table the Catering Contract 

until the next meeting. 
 
All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Item D – Ordinance and Resolution re: Storm Water Management. 
 

07-07-07   Motion by Martin supported by Gagne to suspend the first reading of 

both ordinances. 
 
All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Item E – Huron River Watershed dues. 
 

07-07-08   Motion by Painter supported by Dropiewski to pay the invoice in the 

amount of $970.50. 
 
All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Item F – Lt.  Painter’s request for retirement. 
 

07-07-09   Motion by Dropiewski to sell Lt. Painter her duty weapon for $25.00. 



Motion died due to lack of support. 
 
Mayor Jones asked Lt. Frank Castellese what the fair market value is of a used 

Glock gun.  Lt. Castellese  stated $225.00. 
 

07-07-10  Motion by Martin supported by Jones to sell Lt. Painter her duty 

weapon for $175.00 based on Council’s determination of fair market value. 
 
All present voting yes except Council Member Painter abstained due to interested 

party. 
 
Motion carried 4-0. 
 

07-07-11  Motion by Jones supported by Gagne to reject Lt. Painter’s request for 

E-2 benefit on retirement because that is a Council decision on an annual basis for all 
retirees. 

 
All present voting yes except Council Member Painter abstained due to interested 

party. 
 
Motion carried 4-0. 
 
Mayor Jones referred to New Business A – Articles of Incorporation of SHVA 

and requested it be tabled until sometime in the future. 
 

07-07-12   Motion by Jones supported by Gagne to table the item until sometime 

in the future. 
 
All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

07-07-13   Motion by Jones supported by Martin to adjourn the regular meeting at 

8:18 p.m. 
 
All present voting.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
  

                                                            _____________________________ 
     RICHARD C. JONES, MAYOR 

 

 

                                                            ______________________________ 

     LORENE BUTSKI, CITY CLERK 

 

DATE:____________ 

                approved 



  

   

  

 

  

  

 


