
           REGULAR COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 
 

             CITY OF FLAT ROCK, MICHIGAN 

 

           MONDAY, JULY 21, 2008 

  

The regular meeting of the Flat Rock City Council convened at the Municipal Building 
on the above date at 7:30 p.m. 
 

 1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

 2. PRESENT ON ROLL CALL:    Mayor Jones, Council Members Painter, 
Gagne, Dropiewski, Martin and Wrobel. 
 
  ABSENT:   Council Member Tefend. 
 

 07-21-01  Motion by Painter supported by Dropiewski to excuse Member Tefend.  

 
 All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
  
            ALSO PRESENT:   City Clerk Butski, Police Chief Rossow, Attorney 
David Grunow, Debra Lambrix, Treasurer, Fire Chief Vack, Building Director John 
Russ, DPS Director Bruce Hammond and Recreation Director Pawlukiewicz. 
 

 3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

 07-21-02  Motion by Gagne supported by Martin to approve the Regular Minutes 

of July 07, 2008 as presented. 
 
 All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 4. CITIZENS TO BE HEARD:  

 

 Melvyn Newransky, 23053 Croft Street, has lived there 22 years and for the last 
10-15 years his back yard has been flooding due to neighbors constructing fences, raising 
contours of the land and different obstacles on the easement.  He has filed complaints and 
talked with the Building Department with no results.  He feels the area needs to be graded 
to relieve the flooding (an excerpt from June 16th meeting and July 7th meeting).  Mr. 
Newransky was present again with a petition signed by a dozen neighbors on Croft and 
Belton regarding the flooding. The petition stated in part that he and other residents could 
not use their back yards due to flooding in their yards, basements and garages.  There are 
not enough storm sewers in the area and no place for the water to go.  
 
 John Russ, Building Director, stated that he and the City Engineer had inspected 
the area and, yes, they have a problem.  The Engineer has given a price of between 
$15,000-$35,000 to correct the problem.  He said all the sump pumps, gutters and 



downspouts go into the back yard.  The grade is gone; all utilities are in the back yard and 
on the property line.  The City Engineer suggests one solution would be to install rear 
yard drainage and a new sewer in front along Croft Avenue.   
 

 07-21-03  Motion by Jones supported by Gagne to direct the City Engineer to 

come up with plans and put out for bid. 
 
 All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 Kenneth Broughton, 25051 Gibraltar Road, told Council about the sewer backup 
at his house about a month ago.  Mayor stated that since it was the fault of the City 
sewers he should be compensated.  The item will be on the next agenda. 
 
 Michael Lanni, 26602 Stoneway Drive, asked the status of Meijer.  Mayor Jones 
told him there is a meeting with Meijer August 5, 2008 and he will know more then. 
 

 5. REPORTS FROM DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

 
 Joan Pawlukiewicz, Recreation Director, reminded everyone of the Level Pebble 
run Sunday, July 27th beginning at 8:10 a.m.  She said the major sponsor this year is Crest 
Ford.  Volunteers are needed. 
 

 6 REPORTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

 

 Council Member Wrobel asked if Community Development Block Grant would 
pay for the $12,000 in fees to the architect for the Senior Citizen Bus Garage plans if we 
don’t build the garage.  Mayor said the fees would be paid by TIFA in that case.  Wrobel 
said he didn’t see why Lt. Painter had to pay $175.00 for her service weapon and turn 
around and pay an architect $12,000 for a garage we will probably not build.  
   

 5. REPORTS FROM DEPARTMENT HEADS:  
  
  Council Member Gage suggested increasing the water rates again. 
 

 07-21-04  Motion by Gagne to increase water rates by $1.00.  Motion died due to 

lack of support. 
 

 07-21-05  Motion by Gagne supported by Jones to authorize the City Attorney 

draw up a plan for a “Suggestion Program”. 
 
 All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 Council Member Painter thanked the Police and Fire Departments for the rescue 
at his Father’s house recently. 
 



 Council Member Martin thanked Bruce Hammond and the DPS for the permanent 
set of rules at the ball fields. 
 

 7. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 
 Mayor Jones read a letter from Attorney McCauley giving his resignation as the 
attorney for the South Huron Valley Authority. 
 
 Mayor Jones addressed a letter from Mayor of Taylor requesting support to 
modify Public Act 312. 
 

 07-21-06  Motion by Jones supported by Gagne to contribute $2,000 toward the 

cost of modifying Public Act 312 
 
 All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

 8. UNFINISED BUSINESS: 

 

 Item A – Tabled Item:  Catering Contract – Flat Rock Community Center. 
 

 07-21-07  Motion by Jones supported by Gagne to take Item A off the table. 

 
 All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

 07-21-08  Motion by Gagne supported by Martin to approve the Catering 

Contract as presented. 
 
 All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 Item B – Tabled Item:   Articles of Incorporation of SHVA. 
 

 07-21-09   Motion by Jones supported by Martin to take Item B off the table. 

 
 All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

 07-21-10   Motion by Jones supported by Wrobel to approve the amendment to 

the Articles of Incorporation as presented. 
 
 All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 Item C –  Second Reading:  Storm Water Management Ordinance & Resolution. 
 

 07-21-11  Motion by Martin supported by Dropiewski to suspend the second 

reading. 
 
 All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 



 07-21-12   Motion by Martin supported by Painter to adopt Ordinance #404, 

Storm Water Management, as presented. 
 
 Discussion.  DPS Director stated this ordinance sets the standard for the City and 
is a nationwide regulation.  To be compliant we have to have this ordinance in place. 
 
 Motion carried 5-1 with Council Member Gagne voting no. 
 

07-21-13  Motion by Martin supported by Jones to adopt the Resolution adopting 

Administrative Rules for the City of Flat Rock Storm Water Management Ordinance. 
 
All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Item D – Health Reimbursement Account for employees. 
 

07-21-14  Motion by Painter supported by Martin to establish a Health 

Reimbursement Account under the Midwest Group Insurance Plan as recommended by 
City Attorney contingent on Midwest Insurance being in place. 

 
All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Item E – Bid recommendation re:  Tennis Courts. 
 

07-21-15   Motion by Martin supported by Dropiewski to table Item E until the 

next meeting. 
 
Bruce Hammond stated the rehabilitation of the tennis courts is being done with a 

grant from the Wayne County Parks Grant Program.  Mayor Jones asked Mr. Hammond 
to get a price on relocating the tennis courts. 

 
All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

9. NEW BUSINESS: 

 
Item A – Request from Kiwanis to sell peanuts September 12 & 13, 2008. 
 

07-21-16  Motion by Wrobel supported by Dropiewski to grant the Kiwanis 

permission to sell peanuts as requested. 
 
All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Item B – Request from Building Director to implement Sale/Rental Inspection 

fees. 
City Attorney stated this change in fees would require an ordinance change. 
 



07-21-17  Motion by Wrobel supported by Martin to authorize the City Attorney 

to draft an ordinance addressing the fee change. 
 
All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Item C – Request from City Clerk to increase certain fees. 
 

07-21-18  Motion by Painter supported by Gagne to approve the increase in the 

following fees:  Garage Sale permits - $5.00, Sidewalk Sales - $10.00 and Business 
License - $40.00 (2-year permit). 

 
All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Item D – Request from Recreation Director for ReCPro Annual Support fee. 
 

07-21-19  Motion by Painter supported by Martin to renew the contract and pay 

the invoice in the amount of $2,950.00 as presented. 
 
All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Item E – Request from Recreation Director re: W.C. Food Assistance Program. 
 

07-21-20  Motion by Gagne supported by Dropiewski to approve the contract 

between Wayne County and City of Flat Rock for the period present to Sept. 30, 2010. 
 
All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Item F – Request for use of Public Right-of-Way by Gibraltar School District. 
 
No Action.  Bruce Hammond, DPS Director, will take care of it, 
 
Item G – DDA proposed budget 2008-2009. 
 

07-21-21  Motion by Gagne supported by Dropiewski to approve the DDA 

Budget as presented. 
 
All present voting yes. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Item H – 2009 Municipal Credit Contract between SMART & City of Flat Rock. 
 

07-21-22  Motion by Jones supported by Martin to approve the contract as 

presented. 
 
Council Member Wrobel asked Recreation Director to look into SMART having a 

stop in Flat Rock. 
 



Motion carried 5-1 with Council Member Gagne voting no. 
 
Item I – Sewer and Water capital charges & water connection fees. 
 

07-21-23  Motion by Dropiewski supported by Wrobel to approve the following 

capital charges:  Sewer from $1,000.00 to $1,200.00 plus Inspection fee $65.00 for a total 
of $1,265.00; Water from $400.00 to $600.00.  Also the following connection charges: 1” 
water tap bored from one side of the road to the other - $2,500.00 plus $600.00 capital 
charge for a total of $3,100.00; 1” water tap on the same side of the road - $2,015.00 plus 
$600.00 capital charge for a total of $2,615.00. 

 
All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

07-21-24  Motion by Martin supported by Jones to approve Mr. Hammond’s 

request for a “Special Connection” fee (to apply when the tap is more complex and the 
cost will exceed the fee) of $5,115.65. 

 
All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Item J – Request from Police Chief re: Increase in parking & dog/animal fees. 
 

07-21-25  Motion by Jones supported by Martin to table Item J until the next 

meeting. 
 
All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Item K – DPS Director request to purchase 10” diameter water meter. 
 

07-21-26  Motion by Gagne supported by Painter to approve the purchase as 

requested. 
 
All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Item L – DPS Director request to purchase fountain pump motor. 
 

07-21-27  Motion by Jones supported by Martin to approve purchase in the 

amount of $2,307.00. 
 
Council Member Gagne said he has had complaints from some residents 

regarding the cost to run the fountains.  He thinks the city should use windmills instead of 
electric motors. 

 
Motion carried 5-1 with Council Member Gagne voting no. 
 

10. CORRESPONDENCE: 

 



Item A – Zoning Board of Appeals minutes of March 10, 2008. 
Item B – Zoning Board of Appeals minutes of June 9, 2008. 
Item C – Letter from Banquet Manager re: Marketing. 
 

11. LATE CORREPONDENCE: 

 
Item A – Payment of invoice from Historical Preservation electrical work. 
 

07-21-28  Motion by Gagne supported by Jones to pay All State Electric Co. 

$19,700.00 plus a change order of $1,100.00 for a total of $20,800.00. 
 
All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Item B – Backup connection water service agreement between cities of 

Rockwood and Flat Rock requested by DPS Director. 
 

07-21-29   Motion by Gagne supported by Jones to approve the request for the 

connection which will be paid for by the Michigan Department of Transportation as part 
of the I-75 reconstruction project. 

 
All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Item C – Memo from Terry Miller of the Community Center stating there were no 

bids received for the Facility Management Request for Proposal. 
 
Council Member Gagne asked that it be put in the newspaper that the city is not 

closing the Recreation Center. 
 

07-21-30  Motion by Gagne supported by Martin to go into Closed Session at 

8:30 pm to discuss the DPS Unit and Clerical Unit negotiations. 
 
All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Jones called a five minute recess. 
 
Open Session began at 8:40 p.m. 
 
The attorney reported that it appears that circumstances have changed which have 

broken the impasse in the negotiations between the City and the union representing the 
clerical and DPS employees.  Both units have agreed with the City to implement 
immediately the Midwest Security and Ameritas health-care insurance.  As such, the 
City’s negotiating committees are instructed to resume collective bargaining with the 
respective units, with the medical insurance opt out payments as provided by the expired 
contracts to resume, retroactive to June 1, 2008. 

 



07-21-31  Motion by Dropiewski supported by Martin to concur with the City 

Attorney. 
 
All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

07-21-32  Motion by Painter supported by Martin to adjourn the regular meeting 

at 8:42 p.m. 
 
All present voting yes.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
 

                                                            ______________________________ 
     RICHARD C. JONES, MAYOR 

 

 

                                                            ______________________________ 

     LORENE BUTSKI, CITY CLERK 

 

 

 

DATE:____________ 
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