
REGULAR COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 

 

CITY OF FLAT ROCK, MICHIGAN 

 

MONDAY, MAY 5, 2014 

 

The regular meeting of the Flat Rock City Council convened at the Municipal Building on the above date at 

7:30 p.m. 

 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
  

2. ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL MEMBERS:     
 

PRESENT: Mayor Dropiewski, Councilmembers: Beller, Bergeron, Martin, Thomas and Wrobel 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Fire Chief Bill Vack, Jeff Metz, DPS Director Matt Sype, Building Director 

Bernie Ciupak, Recreation Director Joann Pawlukiewicz, Treasurer Brian, Attorney David Grunow 

and Clerk Meaghan Bachman 

 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 

 Resolution 05-05-01   

 

Motion by Wrobel 

Supported by Martin 

 

RESOLVED, to approve the minutes of the regular City Council meeting of April 21, 2014 as 

presented 

 

Motion carried unanimously 

 

4. CITIZENS TO BE HEARD:  

 

Sue Farrar reminded resident of the City Wide Garage Sale (CWGS) on May 18
th
 and 18

th
. 

She noted a permit must be obtained from the clerk’s office and donations PODS will be available. 

She announced the partnership with Shelter to Home Animal Rescue, Shoe Box Recycling 

program; shoes will be collected and for every 40 lbs. collected, Shelter to Home will receive 

$20.00. 

 

Resident Matthew Daddario of 25905 Matilda noted his concern for Gary Borden’s open 

seat on council. He noted he was a candidate for council in the November 2013 election and 

received 352 votes and noted he should be considered for the open seat and noted his interest in the 

council seat.  

 

5. REPORTS FROM DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

 

 Recreation Director Joanne Pawlukiewicz announced the newsletter will be out on May 15, 

2014.  

 

 Fire Chief Bill Vack spoke of the little league parade and the fire department participated. 

He announced the fire department website is up and running. The hovercraft went through some 

repairs. He noted a recall on a home heating and cooling thermostat. 

 

 City Clerk Meaghan Bachman reminded residents passports are accepted at the clerk’s 

office and spoke of the city wide garage sale.  



 Interim Police Chief Jeff Metz spoke of the Coffee with a Copy Program. He noted the 

police department participated in the little league parade. He reminded residents to drive carefully 

this weekend with the Little Lindsay event on Gibraltar. He announced the Boy Scouts and Eagle 

Scouts are volunteering with the animal shelter. Metz introduced himself and gave the council a 

brief history on his accomplishments and history with Flat Rock.  

 

Brian J. Marciniak, Treasurer noted he is working on distributing taxes and the final roll. 

He noted the budget process will begin soon and updated on the EVIP with the State of Michigan.   

 

6. REPORTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

 

Councilwoman Dawn Thomas wished all a Happy Mother’s Day. She noted what a good 

job Rizzo Environmental Services are doing. She asked if letters of interest will be accepted for 

open council seat (Mayor Dropiewski noted council can move forward with suggestions. He noted 

letters of interest will be a good way to start). She reminded residents to be careful biking and 

walking and not to park cars on sidewalk.  

 

Councilman Bergeron wished all a Happy Mother’s Day. He congratulated Glenn Hoffman 

for officer of the year award. He noted the bike path is complete and his family went on the path to 

Willow and noted how nice it is.  

 

Councilman Martin wished all a Happy Mother’s Day. He asked Matt Sype, DPS Director 

how residents receive a new recycle bin.  

 

Councilman Ken Wrobel wished all a Happy Cinco de Mayo. He congratulated Glenn 

Hoffman on his officer of the year award. 

 

Councilman Steve Beller wished al a Happy Mother’s Day and Cinco de Mayo. He 

congratulated Glen Hoffman on officer of the year award and noted his service is greatly 

appreciated.  

 

7. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

Mayor Dropiewski wished his family a Happy Mother’s Day and to all. He wished his 

Mother in law a Happy Birthday. He reminded residents of the 2
nd

 annual Country Blast on June 

13
th
 and 14

th
 and the entertainment lineup will be announced soon. He noted fireworks will take 

place on Friday night. He noted volunteers are needed for the event.  

Mayor Dropiewski spoke of the sound system at the ball fields and a memo from the City 

Engineer. He noted 6 contractors received an RFP and 2 responded. The sound system needs 

updated (13-14 years old), weatherproof isn’t correct and the following resolution was made:  

 

Resolution 05-05-02   

 

Motion by Dropiewski  

Supported by Wrobel  

 

RESOLVED, to award Sound Planning Communication to upgrade the sound system at the 

ball fields, specifically, field #1, the pavilion and the softball field (not concession area) 

this will be paid for out of the concession account 

 

Motion carried unanimously 

 

 

 

 



8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

 

Item 8-A-2nd reading of outdoor vending machine ordinance 

 

Resolution 05-05-03  

 

Motion by Martin  

Supported by Wrobel 

 

Discussion 

 

RESOLVED, to adopt and suspend the 2
nd

 reading of outdoor vending machine ordinance 

 

Motion carried unanimously 

 

Item 8-B-2nd reading of donation bins ordinance 
 

Resolution 05-05-04   

 

Motion by Martin 

Supported by Wrobel  

 

RESOLVED, to adopt and suspend the 2nd reading of donation bins ordinance 

 

Motion carried unanimously 

 

9. NEW BUSINESS  

 

Item 9-A - Set a public hearing to hear any objections for the single premise special 

assessments to be placed on the 2014 tax roll: Public hearing date: June 2, 2014 

 

Resolution 05-05-05 

 

Motion by Martin 

Supported Bergeron  

 

             Discussion 

 

RESOLVED, to approve the public hearing to hear any objections for the single premise special 

assessments to be placed on the 2014 tax roll. Public hearing date: June 2, 2014 

 

Motion carried unanimously  

 

Item 9-B- Olmstead Road sanitary sewer lift station repairs by Detroit Elevator Company 

 

Resolution 05-05-06 

 

Motion by Martin 

Supported Beller 

  

RESOLVED, to approve the Olmstead Road sanitary sewer lift station repairs by Detroit Elevator 

Company to remain in compliance with state elevator codes 

 

Motion carried unanimously  

 



Items 9-C- Increase of water tap fees and capital charges 

 

Resolution 05-05-07 

 

Motion by Beller 

Supported Thomas 

 

Discussion  

 

RESOLVED, to approve the request to increase of water tap fees and capital charges to the 

following amounts:  

Capital charge rate: $720.00 

1” long bored across road tap: $3610.00 

1” short tap: $2780.00 

 

Motion carried unanimously  

 

Item 9-D- Purchase of used Blue Bird 18” sod cutter 

 

Resolution 05-05-08 

 

Motion by Wrobel  

Supported Thomas 

 

Discussion 

 

RESOLVED, to approve the purchase of used Blue Bird 18” sod cutter, paid for from the DPS 

budget in the amount of $2,500.00 

 

Motion carried unanimously  

 

Item 9-E- On-Premise, Class C License (sale of beer, wine and liquor), for 27003 Telegraph 

Road 

 

Resolution 05-05-09 

 

Motion by Dropiewski 

Supported Beller 

 

Discussion 

 

RESOLVED, Approval of on premise, Class C License (sale of beer, wine and liquor), for 27003 

Telegraph Road 

 

Motion carried unanimously  

 

10.   CORRESPONDENCE:   

 

Item 10-A- Letter from McKenna Associates for clarification regarding Zoning Ordinance 

Text Amendments for Regulated Uses, Including Pawn Shops 

 

Letter read: 

At the April 28, 2014 Planning Commission meeting an application for special use approval for a 

pawn shop was submitted to the Planning Commission for review. This application has been tabled 

for clarification from Council regarding the adoption of the recent zoning text amendment 



establishing standards for tier one and tier two regulated uses and to clarify the Planning 

Commission’s intent in its recommendation to the Council. 

The Planning Commission is requesting clarification from City Council if it was the Council’s 

intended to adopt tier two regulated uses and if it was clear how adopting the tier two regulated 

uses would impact the establishment of future regulated uses in the City. 

Regulated uses include the following tier one and tier two uses: 

Tier one regulated uses include: 

 

 

 

Tier two regulated uses include: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition, the Planning Commission would like to clarify that their intent was to recommend only 

tier one regulated uses to the City Council for consideration. The inclusion of only tier one 

regulated uses provides assurance on the control of the number of regulated uses in the community. 

The Commission requests the City Council consider amending the Zoning Ordinance to include tier 

one regulated uses only based on these clarifications. 

END 

 

William Hackett, Attorney for Platinum Pawn Shop spoke and asked council to consider 

Tier 2 option. Jerry Graham, Attorney and colleague of William Hackett, and previous City 

Manager of several communities and member of zoning board member of a community, spoke in 

support of the pawn shop and asked council to reconsider the support of Tier 2.  

 

Councilwoman Dawn Thomas made the following motion: 

 

Resolution 05-05-10 

 

Motion by Thomas 

Supported  

 

RESOLVED, to adopt an emergency ordinance for Tier 1 option of the zoning text amendments 

supporting pawn shops 

 

Motion failed due to lack of support    

 

11.   ADJOURNMENT: 

 

Resolution 05-05-11 

 

Motion by Wrobel  

Supported by Martin  

 

RESOLVED, to adjourn the regular City Council meeting of May 5, 2014 at 8:21 PM  

 

 All voting yes; motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

 



 

 

      ________________________________________ 

      JONATHAN DROPIEWSKI, MAYOR 

 

DATE: _________________ 

                   Approved 

      _______________________________________ 

      MEAGHAN K. BACHMAN, CITY CLERK  


