
REGULAR COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 

 

CITY OF FLAT ROCK, MICHIGAN 

 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2014 

 

The regular meeting of the Flat Rock City Council convened at the Municipal building on the above date at 

7:30 p.m. 

 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
  

2. ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL MEMBERS:     
 

PRESENT: Mayor Dropiewski, Councilmembers: Beller, Bergeron, Borden, Martin, Thomas and 

Wrobel  

 

ALSO PRESENT: Fire Chief Bill Vack, Police Chief Neal Rossow, DPS Director Matt Sype, 

Building Director Bernie Ciupak, Attorney David Grunow and Clerk Meaghan Bachman 

 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 

 Resolution 2-18 -01   

 

Motion by Martin 

Supported by Borden 

 

RESOLVED, to approve the minutes of the regular City Council meeting of February 3, 2014 as 

presented 

 

Motion carried unanimously 

 

4. CITIZENS TO BE HEARD:  

 

Resident Arlen Fadely asked if the Riverfest & Country Blast overtime report requested by 

Councilwoman Wilkins was prepared. He felt it wasn’t prepared as he asked employees at city hall. 

Mr. Fadely noted the city should keep track of the overtime and how much the events cost the 

citizens. He noted the city should do something else with the money such as water mains and street 

repair/replacement.  

 

Corey O’Neill of SUDDS Coalition updated the council on recent activities of SUDDS and 

noted the Coalition helps to educate community members about the consequences of underage 

drinking and other drug use and alcohol/drug related traffic crashes and fatalities, informs 

community, especially parents, of new drug trends, including the rise of prescription drug use 

among teens, collaborates with other agencies, organizations and grass-root efforts to prevent and 

reduce substance abuse, networks with community officials, educates alcohol and tobacco vendors, 

research city and national policies related to underage drinking and participate in community 

service. The Mayor noted the prescription drop box in the police department.  

 

Kelly Faber of The Senior Alliance (TSA) presented the services provided by TSA and 

how the city’s funding match ($679.00) helps Flat Rock residents. The mission of TSA is to 

coordinate a comprehensive network of services in Western and Southern Wayne County to enable 

older persons to function as independently as possible in the community environment which best 

suits their needs. To provide the advocacy, programming, planning, contracting, funding, and 

personnel necessary to accomplish the foregoing purpose. 

 



5. REPORTS FROM DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

 

 No reports 

 

6. REPORTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

 

Councilwoman Dawn Thomas wished her father a happy 73
rd

 birthday and a happy 

Valentine’s Day to all. Councilwoman Thomas wished to reward employees who have been with 

the city for some time but are part-time employees. Councilwoman Thomas asked if the 

maintenance position was filled. The Mayor noted the position isn’t available at this time. Mrs. 

Thomas made the following motion: 

 

 Resolution 2-18 -02   

 

Motion by Thomas 

Supported by Borden  

 

RESOLVED, to approve Sue Ashcraft and Sue Farrar to get full time positions with the city 

 

Discussion: Thomas noted Sue Farrar would like to keep her current duties if possible. Bergeron 

noted he would like to see the qualifications of both employees. Beller asked if the positions are 

open to be filled. Dropiewski noted the custodian position can’t be discussed at this time. Martin 

noted it is the department heads decision who to hire in such positions. Dropiewski noted until we 

have settled contracts the positions fall under the bargaining unit. Wrobel noted he would like to 

table the motion until further information is received. The following motion was made: 

 

Resolution 2-18 -03   

 

Motion by Wrobel  

Supported by Martin  

 

RESOLVED, to table the motion to hire Sue Ashcraft and Sue Farrar to get full time positions with 

the city until the next council meeting and until further information is received 

 

Motion carried unanimously 

 

 Councilman John Bergeron congratulated Councilman Steve Beller and welcomed him to 

council.  

 

 Councilman Jim Martin congratulated Councilman Steve Beller and welcomed him to 

council. 

 

 Councilman Ken Wrobel noted he will follow up on the overtime concern from Arlen 

Fadely. He reminded residents to clean out the catch basin in front of their homes. He noted when 

it rains the water has no place to go if covered in snow.  

 

 Councilman Gary Borden wished a happy birthday to Joanne Beard of the Treasurer’s 

office. He congratulated the middle and high school basketball team, good job to players and 

coaches. He noted some citizens are concerned with the snow removal at Rite Aid parking lot and 

directed the concern to Matt Sype DPS Director. He spoke of the 4
th
 year of Riverfest. He noted the 

citizen response is very positive about the Riverfest and Country Blast event. He noted only a 

couple residents are unhappy with the event. He noted the events give the residents a place to go 

and supports the community and businesses along with non-profit organizations along with a recent 

event at the Flat Rock Senior Towers. Councilman Borden apologized to Councilman Martin of his 

statement made at the previous council meeting in regards to the Riverfest. He noted the city is 



doing their best to take care of all the departments within the city and appreciate the workers. 

Borden thanked Kelly Faber from The Senior Alliance for her presentation.  

 

 Councilman Steve Beller noted Sue Farrar was shoveling snow at the ice rink on Saturday 

and noted she is a very hard worker and he really appreciates her dedicated to the community.  

 

7. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

Mayor Dropiewski gave his condolences to the family of Pat Tyson. He noted Pat and her 

late husband Buzz were pillars of Flat Rock and founding members of St. Roch’s Parish and she 

will be greatly missed. Mayor Dropiewski noted he started interviews for the Treasurer position   

and will start interviewing for Economic Development Director within the next couple days. The 

Mayor announced the demolition of the Coleman Building will take place on February 24, 2014 

and will have a ceremony sledgehammer to kick off the demolition. Mayor Dropiewski noted 

recommendations to the Board of Review and Planning Commission. The following motion was 

made: 

 

Resolution 2-18-04   

 

Motion by Dropiewski 

Supported by Martin  

 

Discussion 

 

RESOLVED, to appoint David Bickley to the Board of Canvassers and Chad Smith to the Planning 

Commission   

 

Motion carried unanimously  

 

8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

 

Item 8-A- Public hearing for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds, Program 

Year 2014 

 

Resolution 2-18-05 

 

Motion by Dropiewski  

Supported Borden   

 

RESOLVED, to open the public hearing for CDBG program year 2014 funds 

 

Motion carried unanimously 

 

Public hearing was opened for public comment – Mayor Dropiewski asked if anyone wished to 

comment on block grant projects 

  

 No public wished to speak 

 Mayor Dropiewski explained what the CDBG funds could be used for and how the funds 

are calculated and disbursed. He noted we have $79,640.46 for program year 2014. He also 

noted the city will transfer $44,135.30 from program year 2013, for a total allocation of 

$123,775.77.  Mayor Dropiewski noted the funds will be disbursed as follows: 

 

 



 2014 Available Amount: $79,640.46  

 2013 Transfer Amount: $44,135.30  

 Total: $123,775.76 

 

o Senior Bus Purchase    $101,365.65 

 

o Administration (10%)    $7,964.05 

 

o Public Service (15%)    $11,946.07 

 

o Guidance Center    $2,500.00 

 

 TOTAL      $123,775.77 

 

 The Mayor suggested the idea of purchasing a new senior transportation bus due to the 

poor condition of the current bus. He noted the bus takes seniors to doctor appointments, 

grocery shopping, events and other purposes.  

 Councilman Borden asked if the city will trade in the current senior bus (Mayor responded 

yes)  

 Councilwoman Thomas asked what the administration, public service and Guidance Center 

funds are used for (Mayor Dropiewski responded)  

 Mayor Dropiewski noted we will take a year off from repaving Evergreen Street to 

purchase the senior bus 

 Mayor Dropiewski noted the 2013 transfer amount slightly changed recently due to a final 

Raines bill from the Evergreen Street Paving Project  

o Councilman Borden asked if this was the last bill the city will receive from Raines 

o Mayor Dropiewski responded it is the last one to the best of his knowledge 

o Clerk Bachman noted she spoke with Raines office and noted this was the final bill 

(less the retainer already accounted for) 

 Councilman Wrobel was concerned if we take a year off of Evergreen Project will the 

census area change when we start the project again 

o Mayor Dropiewski noted it shouldn’t change census 

o Councilman Martin noted the new census map was recently drafted and Evergreen 

is still in the appropriate area 

o Clerk Bachman noted HUD required Wayne County to use old census data and not 

the most recent data 

Resolution 2-18-06 

 

Motion by Dropiewski 

Supported Borden   

 

RESOLVED, to approve the fund allocation and close the public hearing for CDBG  

 

Motion carried unanimously 

 

 Mayor Dropiewski closed the public hearing 

 

 

 



Item 8-B- 2nd reading of zoning ordinance regarding pawn shops and regulations for pawn 

shops ordinance 

 

Resolution 2-18-07 

 

Motion by Wrobel 

Supported Martin  

 

RESOLVED, to suspend the 2
nd

 reading of the ordinance regarding pawn shops and regulations for 

pawn shops ordinance  

 

Motion carried unanimously 

 

Resolution 2-18-08 

 

Motion by Wrobel 

Supported Borden  

 

RESOLVED, to discuss the pawn shop ordinance and regulations for pawn shop ordinance 

 

Motion carried unanimously 

 

Discussion: Attorney Grunow explained the two ordinances regarding pawn shops one of which is 

a recommended by the Planning Commission and noted the council will vote on two ordinances. 

Mayor Dropiewski noted the Planning Commission recommended there could be up to 7 pawn 

shop locations and he is concerned this ordinance allows too many pawn shops on Telegraph Road 

and this could be an issue with the diversity of Economic Development. Councilman Borden noted 

he agrees with the Mayors concern and noted it could be limited to two or three allowed locations. 

Councilman Beller asked if we could limit the number of pawn shops allowed. Attorney Grunow 

noted that is possible. It was suggested the council refer this ordinance back to the Planning 

Commission to limit the number of pawn shops on Telegraph Road.  

 

Resolution 2-18-09 

 

Motion by Beller 

Supported Borden  

 

RESOLVED, to refer the pawn shop ordinance and regulations for pawn shop ordinance back to 

the Planning Commission in regards to limit how many pawn shops are allowed within the district 

 

Motion carried unanimously 

 

Item 8-C- Administrative correction approved by Council on October 21, 2013 - Ford Motor 

Company Flat Rock Assembly Plant transfer of Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption 

Certificates 

 

Resolution 2-18-10 

 

Motion by Martin  

Supported Dropiewski  

 

Discussion  

 

RESOLVED, to approve Administrative correction approved by Council on October 21, 2013 - 

Ford Motor Company Flat Rock Assembly Plant transfer of Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption 



Certificates – note this isn’t a new tax abatement or a change of terms from the previous agreement 

– this abatement was previously approved on October 21, 2013, this resolution is an administrative 

correction and a restating this resolution (a statement wasn’t included in the original resolution) 

 

Motion carried 6-1 with Wrobel voting no 

 

9. NEW BUSINESS  

 

Item 9-A-2014 annual match to The Senior Alliance 

 

Resolution 2-18-11 

 

Motion by Martin  

Supported Borden   

 

RESOLVED, to approve the 2014 annual match to The Senior Alliance in the amount of $679.00 

(The Senior Alliance provided $83,001.93 worth of service the Flat Rock residents in 2013 with the 

City of Flat Rock only having to pay $679.00) 

 

Motion carried unanimously  

 

10.   CORRESPONDENCE:  NONE  

 

        CLOSED SESSION: 

 

 To convene into closed session for Patrol Labor Negotiations 

 

Resolution 2-18-12 

 

Motion by Martin 

Supported by Wrobel  

 

RESOLVED, to convene into closed session at 8:23PM for Patrol Labor Negotiations 

 

Motion carried unanimously 

 

 Reconvene into open meeting of February 18, 2014  

 

Resolution 2-18-13 

 

Motion by Martin 

Supported by Beller 

 

RESOLVED, to reconvene into the regular council meeting of 2.18.2014 

 

Motion carried unanimously 

 

SHVUA – Trenton Arm Pump Station – Purchase Agreement with Brownstown Township 

 

Resolution 2-18-14 

 

Motion by Martin 

Supported by Beller 

 



RESOLVED, to participate in the purchase agreement proposal, financing program with the 

Charter Township of Brownstown in regards to the SHVUA, Trenton Arm Pump Station; 

Brownstown Township will apply for the loan; the share for the City of Flat Rock is $535,000 

 

Motion carried unanimously 

 

Extension to continue contract with Park Catering for an additional month for the events at 

Stone Creek Banquet Hall (Community Center) 

 

Resolution 2-18-15 

 

Motion by Beller  

Supported by Martin  

 

RESOLVED, to approve Extension to continue contract with Park Catering for an additional month 

for the events at Stone Creek Banquet Hall (Community Center) 

 

Motion carried unanimously 

 

11.   ADJOURNMENT: 

 

Resolution 2-18-16 

 

Motion by Martin 

Supported by Bergeron  

 

RESOLVED, to adjourn the regular City Council meeting of February 18, 2014 at 10:13 PM  

 

 All voting yes; motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      ________________________________________ 

      JONATHAN DROPIEWSKI, MAYOR 

 

DATE: _________________ 

                   Approved 

      _______________________________________ 

      MEAGHAN K. BACHMAN, CITY CLERK  


