
REGULAR COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 

 

CITY OF FLAT ROCK, MICHIGAN 

 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2015 

 

The regular meeting of the Flat Rock City Council convened at the Municipal Building on the above date at 

7:30 p.m. 

 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
  

2. ROLL CALL OF COUNCIL MEMBERS:    
 

PRESENT: Mayor Dropiewski, Council Members: Beller, Bergeron, Martin, Tefend, Thomas, and 

Wrobel  

 

ALSO PRESENT: City Clerk Meaghan Bachman, Fire Chief Bill Vack, Police Chief John 

Leacher, Department of Public Service Director Matt Sype, Recreation Director Rodney Wade, 

Treasurer Brian Marciniak, Economic Development Director Liz Hendley, Building Director Larry 

Dishaw, and City Attorney David Grunow  

 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 

 Resolution 12-07-01   

 

Motion by Thomas 

Supported by Martin   

 

RESOLVED, to approve the minutes of the regular City Council meeting of November 16, 2015 as 

presented 

 

Motion carried unanimously 

 

4. CITIZENS TO BE HEARD:  

 

Sue Farrar of the Beautification Commission spoke of Christmas activities.  

Commissioner Farrar said Santa comes to Flat Rock was a success on December 1
st
 at the 

Community Center; she noted 112 kids came to visit Santa and the Mayor greeted him with the key 

to the city. Commissioner Farrar announced Santa’s mailbox will be at the Library from November 

25
th
 – December 16

th
 (until 1:30 pm). She announced the Christmas Home & Business Decorating 

Contest; here is no need to enter, the commission will drive around the City and judge homes on 

Thursday, December 10, 2015 between 7:00 – 11:00 PM, with Christmas lights and displays.  

 

 Presentation by Chained, Inc. for Anti-Tethering Ordinance. 

Chained Inc.’s mission is to “enhance the lives of 24/7 chained/outside dogs by providing life 

enhancing supplies & services, including insulated dog houses, straw, kennels, spay/neuter & 

vaccination assistance, flea/tick prevention, heartworm prevention, food assistance, treats, toys, 

love & most importantly owner education. Correcting the problem where it originates decreases the 

number of homeless & neglected animals. Every dog is worth saving & this is our way of saving 

them”. Chained Inc. asked the City to adopt an Anti-Tethering Ordinance. Mayor Dropiewski made 

the following motion:  

 

 



Resolution 12-07-02   

 

Motion by Dropiewski  

Supported by Thomas  

 

RESOLVED, to have the City Attorney draft a proposed ordinance relativity similar to the 

ordinance presented by Chained Inc., to be considered for adoption by City Council. 

 

Discussion: 

Council Member Bergeron discussed aspects and concerns of the presented ordinance. 

Council Member Thomas asked about the ordinance in other communities and if it is similar.  

Council Member Wrobel asked about the electric fences, he noted that may be something to look 

at, that dogs can still get through the fence. 

Comments were made from the audience, including members of Chained Inc.  

 

Motion carried unanimously 

 

5. REPORTS FROM DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

  

Economic Development Director Liz Hendley reminded citizens the Christmas Passports 

are due on December 15, 2015 and the drawing will be held on December 16, 2015. The Mayor 

noted he is receiving positive feedback from businesses on the program.  

 

Recreation Director Rodney Wade spoke of the senior Christmas gathering and thanked the 

seniors for attending and the businesses of Flat Rock for their support. He noted approximately 200 

people attended. Director Wade noted the winter newsletter will be out by the end of the year.  

 

DPS Director Matt Sype reminded residents next week is the last compost pickup of the 

year.  

 

Fire Chief Bill Vack noted the outdoor warning sirens passed the annual test and 

maintenance has been performed.  

 

6. REPORTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

 

Council Member Dawn Thomas noted she was glad to see the directional markings on 

Aspen Blvd. are down. She noted the markings are very reflective and asked if new paint was used. 

DPS Director Sype noted the markings are temporary and will have the final markings done in the 

spring (the final will not be as reflective).  

 

Council Member John Bergeron thanked Director Wade and his staff for the senior 

Christmas gathering and noted it was done well. 

 

Council Member Ken Wrobel voiced concern regarding an ordinance for the drones, hover 

boards and motorized skate boards, and asked what the city can do to control the operation to 

protect. He asked if the attorney can check with other communities for an ordinance.  

 

Council Member Steve Beller thanked Director Wade for a great lunch at the senior 

Christmas gathering. He noted the garage on East Huron River Drive is torn down and thanked 

Larry Dishaw for assisting with the demo.  

 

 

 



 

 

7. MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 

 

Mayor Dropiewski congratulated the Beautification Commission for a successful Santa 

Comes to Flat Rock event. The Mayor noted Santa arrived in Flat Rock and was given a key to the 

City. The Mayor noted Santa came back to the Recreation Center for Breakfast with Santa. He 

congratulated Director Wade and his staff for the successful breakfast. He also thanked Director 

Wade for the senior lunch.  

 

The Mayor noted some concrete and retaining walls were poured at City Hall for the new 

steps. He noted the project will not be done in time to bury the time capsule. He noted it will be 

buried in the spring.  

 

Mayor Dropiewski spoke of the Christmas Passport Program and noted it is a very popular 

program and it encourages all to support local small business.  

 

8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 None 
 

9. NEW BUSINESS  

 

Item 9-A-Resolution to approve the 33rd Judicial District Court Budget for the period of 

January 1, 2016 through December 31, 2016 

 

Resolution 12-07-03  

 

Motion by Wrobel 

Supported by Beller 

 

RESOLVED, to approve the 33rd Judicial District Court Budget for the period of January 1, 2016 

through December 31, 2016 

 

Council Member Wrobel noted a 0.64% increase from last year 

 

Motion carried unanimously  

 

Item 9-B-Creation of Curator Position for Historic Museum Buildings 

 

Resolution 12-07-04 

 

Motion by Thomas 

Supported by Martin  

  

RESOLVED, to approve the creation of a Curator Position for Historic Museum Buildings and 

appoint Lesley Harkai as curator with a salary of $15 an hour. The Curator shall work a minimum 

of 40 hours and no more than 58 hours in a two week pay period. Time reports for the pay period 

shall be submitted to the City Clerk with approval of the Historical Commission Chairman every 

pay period/two weeks 

 

Job Duties Include:  

The Curator will oversee the daily operations of the collection and staff, interns and volunteers. 

Evaluate incoming artifacts, identify and prepare donor agreements, exhibits artifacts or provides 



secure storage and develops maintenance schedule. Inventories and maintains written and/or 

computer records on all accepted artifacts, including its condition, restoration needs and storage 

location. Prepares case displays and exhibits. Conducts tours, develops school programs and 

presents lectures. 

 

Other Job Responsibilities Include:  

 

• Oversee the opening of the museum complex from 3 hours a month to a total of 20 hours per 

month 

• Oversee the maintenance and condition of the buildings and notify the commission of items 

noticed 

• Work on digital archiving projects to better preserve the historic values of Flat Rock - 

Photographs and Newspapers 

• Assist in grant writing to federal,local,corporate and private foundations 

• Train, supervise and schedule tasks for volunteer collections and research assistance and 

undergraduate student interns 

• Attend  conferences  and seminars to enhance  knowledge and skills 

• Perform Historical research on area's history - obtain Historic Designations/Markers 

• Publish newsletter, prepare advertisements, announcements, program descriptions and attract new 

audiences 

• Institute standard museum policies in accordance with AAM Standards 

• Oversee rental of buildings and begin new fundraising with commission approval 

• Belong to the Michigan Historical Preservation network and keep up to date on State rules and 

regulations 

 

Discussion:  

The Mayor noted the position salary will come out of the Historical Commission Budget, the 

dedicated tax millage; the commission voted on this position, pay and job duties. 

Council Member Wrobel noted other volunteer positions should be made paid positions, such as 

the dog catcher (he noted the city hasn’t had one in 3 years). He noted once the positions are paid 

positons then the volunteerism numbers lower.  

Council Member Bergeron agreed with Council Member Wrobel and felt the money should be put 

to a better cause.  

Council Member Thomas noted the Historical Society tax millage is to preserve the records and 

history and this will help preserve them.  

Mayor Dropiewski noted this is an opportunity to document Flat Rock history and we are low on 

volunteers to do this kind of work.  

Lila Fedokovitz, Chairperson of the Historical Commission noted the importance of this position 

and the importance of documenting the history of Flat Rock. She also noted the lack of volunteers.  

Discussion continued between Council  

 

Motion carried 5-2 

With Bergeron and Wrobel voting No   

 

Item 9-C-1st Reading – Amendment to Off Street Handicapped Parking Spaces 

 

Resolution 12-07-05  

 

Motion by Martin 

Supported by Bergeron  

 

RESOLVED, to suspend 1st Reading – Amendment to Off Street Handicapped Parking Spaces; 

ordinance reads as follows: 



SECTION I. Section 90-211 of Article VIII, Chapter 90 of the Code of the City of Plat Rock is 

hereby amended to read as follows: 

 

Sec. 90-211. 

 

(a) It shall be the policy of the City to provide handicapped parking spaces on all streets 

located within the City 

 

(1) A handicapped parking space shall be designated in front of the residence of a handicapped 

person upon the request and showing of necessity to the Chief of Police. 

 

(2) A person who has a handicapped parking certificate and is a resident of an apartment, or 

multiple residential dwelling, which does not provide for handicapped parking, may request that 

the owner of said apartment or multiple dwelling provide a handicapped parking space for said 

person and that said space shall be appropriate and clearly identified as the space of the person so 

requesting by affixing the apartment number or address and handicapped sign to the parking space. 

The owner of the apartment shall maintain a record of all such parking spaces so allocated. 

 

(b) A person using such a space other than the handicapped person to whom such space has 

been designated shall constitute a violation of this division and shall be subject to the penalties 

hereafter provided. 

 

SECTION II. If any section, subsection, clause, phrase or portion of this ordinance is for any 

reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such portion shall be 

deemed as a separate, distinct and independent portion of this ordinance, and such holding shall not 

affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. 

 

SECTION III. That all ordinances or parts of ordinances, the Code of the City of Flat Rock, or 

parts of the Code of the City of Flat Rock, not consistent herewith are hereby repealed. 

 

SECTION IV. This Ordinance shall be published in the News Herald Newspaper as required by 

Charter, but in no event shall be effective earlier than ten (10) days after enactment. 

 

Discussion:  

Council Member Martin noted the term “necessity” in the ordinance and if it is considered a 

temporary or permanent permit. He noted the permits should only be issued as permanent permits. 

Council Member Tefend asked if there is an end date; Attorney Grunow cited notes from the 

current ordinance and noted suggestions the Police Chief has noted to take out.  

It was noted perhaps the permit should be renewed on a yearly basis. Other discussion took place 

and the Attorney will look into the suggestions.  

 

Motion carried unanimously 

 

Item 9-D-TEFAP Food Commodity Distribution Agreement 

 

Resolution 12-07-06  

 

Motion by Martin 

Supported by Wrobel  

 

RESOLVED, to approve the TEFAP Food Commodity Distribution Agreement between the City 

of Flat Rock and Wayne County (through its Division of Senior Citizen Services) for the food 

distribution services at the Flat Rock Community Center 



Motion carried unanimously 

 

Item 9-E-Storm Management System Grant of Easement/Meijer Project 

 

Resolution 12-07-07 

 

Motion by Wrobel  

Supported by Beller   

 

RESOLVED, to approve the Storm Management System Grant of Easement/Meijer Project and 

Resolution;  

 

WHEREAS, Chapter 7 of the Wayne County Storm Water Management Ordinance ("Wayne 

County Ordinance"), requires storm water management systems to be maintained in perpetuity to 

ensure that the system function properly  as  designed; submit long term maintenance plans as part 

of an application for storm water construction approval; 

 

WHEREAS, Meijer, Inc. ("Developer") has applied to the Wayne County Department of Public  

Services for a storm water  construction approval with respect to a project named Meijer 278 

("Project") located at 261 00 Vreeland Road, in the City of Flat Rock, Wayne County, Michigan; 

 

WHEREAS, Developer's application for storm water construction approval has been assigned 

permit number M-48305; 

 

WHEREAS, Developer submitted a plan to the County and Flat Rock, entitled Storm Water 

Management System Long-Term Maintenance Plan, prepared by SSOE, Inc, dated March 16, 

2015, ("Plan") for long-term maintenance of the storm water management system at the Project 

pursuant to Rule 801, which Plan has been tentatively approved by the County pending issuance of 

this resolution and has been accepted by Flat Rock; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Flat Rock has agreed to assume jurisdiction and accept responsibility for 

long-term maintenance of storm water management system at the Project in perpetuity; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Flat Rock assumes jurisdiction over and 

accepts responsibility for long term maintenance of storm water management system at the Project 

pursuant to the Wayne  County Ordinance, the  Administrative Rules, the Plan, and the storm water 

construction approval issued by Wayne   County; 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that approval be and is hereby granted, authorizing the City Clerk 

to execute, on behalf of Flat Rock, Permit No. M-48305, for long term maintenance storm water 

management system issued by Wayne County for the Project. 

 

            Motion carried unanimously 

 

Item 9-F-Bid Recommendation – Cleaning, Televising, and Inspecting Sewers (SAW Grant 

Project) 

 

Resolution 12-07-08  

 

Motion by Beller 

Supported by Tefend 

 

RESOLVED, The City Clerk opened four (4) bids for this project on November 12, 2015, as listed: 



 

1.    Advanced Underground, Inc.  $298,410.00 

2.    Metro Environmental Services, LLC $299,925.00 

3.    Terra Contracting Services, Inc.  $334,243.00 

4.    United Resources, LLC   $341,344.00 

 

This project is part of the Storm Water and Wastewater (SAW) grant the City received in October 

2014. The work will consist of cleaning televising and inspecting 73,000 ft. of sanitary sewers and 

43,000 ft. of storm sewers. All of the sewers are 20 years and older and will be evaluated using the 

Pipeline Assessment Certification Program. The assessment data will be incorporated into the 

City’s asset management plan. The cost of this project is SAW grant eligible. The City’s match will 

be either 10% or 25% or a combination thereof. The match is 10% of the first million dollars spent 

and 25% of the second million dollars spent.   The grant total is $2 million. The project is awarded 

to Advanced Underground, Inc. in the amount of $298,410.00 

 

            Motion carried unanimously 

 

Item 9-G-Change Order No. 1 - Woodruff Road Chip Sealing Project 

 

Resolution 12-07-09 

 

Motion by Martin 

Supported by Tefend  

 

RESOLVED, to approve Change Order No. 1 - Woodruff Road Chip Sealing Project. This contract 

is between the City and Highway Maintenance and Construction Co. to chip seal Woodruff Road 

from I-75 to the Silver Creek Bridge. The contractor was unable to perform this work last 

construction season. The contractor claims weather delays with other projects in the northern part 

of the State that significantly impacted their ability to complete the original project by August 31, 

2015. Highway Maintenance and Construction Co. would still like to complete the work early in 

the 2016 construction season. They have offered to reduce the contract price by $2,000.00 and by 

doing extra work at east end of project at I-75.  

 

            Motion carried unanimously 

 

Item 9-H-Progress Payment No. 5 – Huron Woods Road Reconstruction – G.V. Cement 

Contracting Co., Inc. 

 

Resolution 12-07-10 

 

Motion by Thomas 

Supported by Bergeron 

 

RESOLVED, to approve the Progress Payment No. 5 – Huron Woods Road Reconstruction to G.V. 

Cement Contracting Co., Inc. in the amount of $211,167.48 

 

            Motion carried unanimously 

 

Item 9-I-Progress Payment No. 6 – Division Street Sanitary Sewer and Road Reconstruction 

– Lake Michigan Site Development LLC 

 

Resolution 12-07-11 

 



Motion by Thomas 

Supported by Martin  

 

RESOLVED, to approve Progress Payment No. 6 – Division Street Sanitary Sewer and Road 

Reconstruction to Lake Michigan Site Development LLC., in the amount of $23,650.64 

 

            Motion carried unanimously 

 

10.  CITIZENS TO BE HEARD (ADDITIONAL COMMENTS): 

  

 NONE  

 

11.  LATE CORRESPONDENCE:  

  

NONE  

 

CLOSED SESSION  

 

 Item A – Reeves v Stone Creek Banquet Hall   

 

Resolution 12-07-12 

 

Motion by Bergeron 

Supported by Martin  

  

RESOLVED, to convene into closed session at 8:26 PM to discuss Reeves v Stone Creek Banquet 

Hall   

 

Motion carried unanimously  

 

Resolution 12-07-13 

 

Motion by Martin 

Supported by Beller  

  

RESOLVED, to reconvene into open session  

 

Motion carried unanimously  

 

12. ADJOURNMENT: 

 

Resolution 12-07-14 

 

Motion by Martin 

Supported by Beller 

 

RESOLVED, to adjourn the regular City Council meeting of December 7, 2015 at 8:52 PM  

 

 All voting yes; motion carried unanimously 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

      ________________________________________ 

      JONATHAN DROPIEWSKI, MAYOR 

 

DATE: _________________ 

                   Approved 

      _______________________________________ 

      MEAGHAN K. BACHMAN, CITY CLERK   


